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Th2 End of the Worid

( A Sonnczt in Divided Rirvme )

BY RALPH MILNE FARLEY

Now tide anl time and lite at last have died.

T ae air 15 bitter thin, Ksown sounds are mute,
Inexorable the silent stars sh'ne bright.

The sky, no longer blue, is inky hued.

The tidal drag the spin of earth has stayed.

So that our spheie is setthng near the sun,
Which now hings motionless and red and plain,
Lite has receded to the slimy mud,

From whence it first emerged. A gloom most sad
And chill pervades the air. Pink snow drifts in,
Dyed by the dying sun. Upon a flat,

An oily swell laps listlessly. God hid

The aim 2nl end of His terrestrial plan:

For this H: mide the earth and peopled it!

Reprinted from ‘Fantasy Magazire’

—%..ﬂ?h—’ gi0s \“"-"-.—'_".':T_,h__‘in.

) This poem 1s based upon H. G. Wells’s prose description of the end
p of the world in his “T'he Time Machine’.
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HOW TO BUILD A SPACESHIP.

By Arthur C. Clarke.
(Patents Pending).

As far as 1 can remeibeoer, no Science Fiction amthor has
ever had the nerve to describe a rocket propelled spaceship
as it realy must be. Writers such as Manning ("The Wreck of
the Asteroid")and the painstakeing German authors have spoken
glibly of step rockets, but they have all fallen short of
reality, This article will therefor consist largely of a
systematic debunking of rocketships.

The amount of energy nceded for any imterplanetary voyage
can be accurately calculated,so we know what a spaceship has
to be capable of if it is to do its job. e also know the
energy content cf our bhest fuels and a simple caloulation
gives us the quantity of, say, hydrogen and oxygen we need
for any particular journey.

The result is depressing: s0 ‘depressing'in fact that
Science Fiction has ignored it with the same verve that
anabled ©.T. Snooks, D.T.G. ¢tb repeal the equally inviolable
law of inverse squares.To take one ton of matter to the Moon
and back requires sceveral hundred tons of the best fuels we
pPOSSesS. ' '

Faced with this situation we can do one of two things.
Wa can sit twiddlipg our thumbs untill a better fuel comes
along, or we can try and do the job with the materials = we
have. Course one is not likely to get us very far, as we
have almost reachoed the 'limit ¢f chemical power,and anything
wmore powerfull than owr best fuels is likely to be unstable
- and that's putting it mildly. The B.I.5. took the second
CoUrsa. "If we nced a fuel ratio I00 to I ", w e said ,
"we'll have to use one, and thats that". The result,after
about two yvears of work and indecently complicated calcula-
tions, was the Tirst spaceship cever designed as a straight
engineering proposition. -~ Some idea of its construction may
be obtained from the drawings in this issuc.

This ship was designed +to take:a payload of "on€ ton to
the Moon and baeck, wusing a known, stable fuel. The total
wegight worked out at I000 tons,; of which 900 were fuel and
J0C structural matcrial. By carrying the step or multiple
rocket principal to its ultimate, woe evolved the "ecellular"
system whereby the ship is composed almost cntirely of
cylindrical fusl containers, cach a complete rocket motor,

which arc dropped immcediately af'ter use. By this device no
weight was carricd a moment longer than necessary, and so

an enormousc increasc @m efficicency was obtained. (PiT.0.)



Fig. I. gives an overall view of the ship. The life-con-
tainer (shown in more detail in fig.2.)is at the nose, under
a carapacae of heat resisting matarial. The rest of the
ship's body, as is shown in the unmumbered diagramn, is com-
posed of cellular mptors stacked in the most compact manner
to give the ship a hexagonal cross-section. (Fig. 4.) The
circular life-container sits on the top of the hexagonal
column, so that at six points it overhangs and thus enables
the crew to have visibility rearwards. A ring of side ports
and three 'forwded gives visibility elsewhere. (Fig..7,) :

The ship is composed of 'five "steps" of large tubes, all
of which arc used in the escaps from Farth, and one step,
immediately under the l1lifce-container, which consists of
smaller tubes. This last step is used for the landing o n
the Moon and the return to Earth. The final ilanding on Fartl
is done bv parachutce.

There are three couchss in the life-container (shown in
plan in fig.6.) and the crew recline in thoesa. Round thed
are instruments and controls nscessary for flight.

When tho ship 1lands on the Moon, only a portion of the
upper step is left and thore is sufficiont clearance for the
hydraulic shock-absorbers ( one of whioch is shown partly
opened on right of fig.2) to operate. The final landing on
Earth is effected by parachute.

In order to give stability at the take-off,and to provido
artificial weight while in spacse, the ship would be rotatad
slowvly, and special instrwaents ( which have already been
constructed ) have had to be devisod so that astronorical
observations can be made. A cat-walk is provided round the
inside of the life-container wall,as this would be "down" in
space, while the ship is rotating.

Stecring and a cortain amount of power arse provided by
small liquid fuel mobors placed in groups as lndicated in
fig. 5+ Tangential tubes are also providod to eliminate and
build up ths spin of the ship. The actual firing of the groa
number of main drivin§ motors, which have to operate in a
complicated "stagersd" saquenss, is done by automatio olec-
trical systom analagousse to an Auto Exchange.' This systemn
incorporates safety and coursc correction daevicas, and &
simplifiied wvoersion of the circult omployed has boan
published in a recent "Jourmal". It's very protty.

Looking at this description, thero scoms vory little that
I have had time to describe at all properly. However,Il hope .
that the drawings themsclvoes will holp to oloar wp any polnts
I have had to omit. By thse way, as the coush on the laft of
fig.2.is gqualy comfortable olther way, I had botter mention
that the head of the occupant ls towards the ocenter of +the
ship, and his fect on the cat-walk,



The cost ? It's difficult to say, but the osconstruction
should not require much more than £ 250,000, Most of the
darts are mass-producted, and the main expence would go into
the instruments. The life-container ( with & bit of luck )

could be used over and over again. That goes for the crew
as well.
Some day, someone is going to build a ship afté&r-these

lines, unless rockets become obsolete before space 1is
erossed. We may not see it built in our lifetimes, but it
will certainly be constructed within the next thirty o r
forty vears. At the moment, the B.I1.S. has been placed into
cold storage, so please don't write to me asking for partic-
ulars of membership. (Though the shop is still open for the
sale of "Journals" at 6d a time - Advert.) However, as soon
as the present civil war is over, we will get down to work
again. And we have reasons for beleawing that by the time
peace returns we shall have learned a devil of a lot about
rockets.

THE END.

G UERY ?

Towering pinacles of stone,  ever changing hmes of soft
lambent light glinting in the darkness on their smooth sides,
dark green splashes of foliage. show the vast number of
shrubs which make such a wonderfull display in this city-to-
be; music echoes lightlr from roof ana balcony gardens where
people are at their leisurej;an ordered and finelyv-cultivated
country-side surrounds this.metropolis of huwan endeavour --
Life moves and is enjoyed!

"A deserted countryside; small mounds of discoloured con-
crete show how the ingenuity of man has equelled that of the
burrowing mole, dark and sombre patches where other under-
ground refuges have been, a-few wisps of broken wire,a grove
of whitish crosses, a dismounted and half-splintered gun,
dark convoys of food trucks labouring thru' the darkness
without lights, then the gleam of a searchlight -the shriek
of a descending bomb.

WHICH '?



FAN PARADE. Ho. 5.

Forster, Charles Roland.

Born J915., Flementary and Secondary RKduocation, vith
Sohool and Higher Certificates. One year at a commercial
school,followed by a vear as tecacher of Gregeg Shorthand,eto.
Disliked the work (and the pay) and got out before being
kicked out. Sat Civil Service Examination and am now a
Customs and Excisc Officer. Yes, I like the work ( and the
pay \) -

First contact with fantasy at I0 yvears when I read " A Prin-
cess of Mars " by Burroughs. Was scared, yot fascinated.
Discovered the American Mags. in I931 and iumediately becale
a devoteo. Interests have broadensd since then to include
Woird fiction and "purs" (and "impure") fantasy. Have become
more critical of recent years and dissatisfied with ma.ny
of the magazines. Belive the best fantasy has besen published
in book forn,

Favourite Fantasies: Oh, domens of theli, including " Brave
lew World ", "Sugar in the Air", "Turnabout", "Gay Hunter",
"The Undying Monster", "Crecp, Shadow, Craep" and "The Devil
Rides OQut",

Pavourite Authors: Merritt, Taine, Thorne Siith, de Camp,
Weinbawn, Lovecraf't, Quinn, HMoore and Howard.

Favourite Magazine. "Unknown"  (at proesent.)

Interests: Reading and ccllecting fantasy of all kinds;
scilence, psychology, in particular} psychic ressarchj rotor-
oyoling (until I aliost got killoed), Membor of the scien-
tifioc Book Club and Associatis Meiber of "The Probae".

Politios: Sooialist, since reading Jack London's fantasy
"The Iron Heol®, at the agoe of sixteen,

Ambition: To lead a quict and confortable life.
THE END.



A FuW THOUGHTS ON BROADMINDEDNLSS. By H. Koy,

We fans tond to complain of tho narrow-mindedness of the
world. Whon S.F. is insult®d, our consclation is that the
inaulter is narrov-minded and unintollig:nt. S Sty = LS this
Broadmindedness ? The fan makes patronising allowances for
the feeble mentailities of non-fans, but, despite his words,
does not seriously consider the reverse possibility. He does
net realise that two mentailitics of equal ability iy nothe
similar. To be in the winority is no proof in itseilf, (ol
supériority oriinferiority.

In conmtroversies many of us show inability to appreciate
that the other fellow has a view peint. Some endeveur to seo
both sides. -

There is,somme danger attached to broadmindedness,a person
who sees both sides lives in & mental state of flux, he is
always changing his views to suit new facts. He dis sure-of
nothing. Such & person temds, also, to express all sides,
causing people to think that the often conflicting ““ppinions
which he utters are his own, and therefore that-he cannot
make up his mind.

The narrov-minded person assumes o view and retains it,
observes only evidencc in favour of it,and never changes his
attitude. He lives in a firm, unchanged world.:

Therefore the narrov-minded person is placidly happy. The
broad-minded person is observant, and, 1if subject to doubt
and worry knows also the thrill of investigation, discovery,
and excitement. Not for him o placid bevine existance, but
one of guest and dissappointment and success.

Safe from great fear - safe from great Jjov.

-i- ~i= . THI IZND. -i- -i-

IN MEMORIAM.

FPantasy enthusiats,in common with the larger world

interested in litoraturs gencrally, have much to mourn
in the sudden pasgsing of Lord Tweedsrmuir, whom we know
better as John Buchan.. In -his long writing career
John Buchan touched on fantasy many times; but did net
adventure into a full-blooded fontasy at all., Probably
tho senly. stphs we- fans adinig d@uto oury ColPaet imnd) 1.35
'The Gap in the Curtain!,( Variousc editions, cheapest
being Nelson: 2/- ) which deals with an. attenpt to

pierce the vail of the future and, like all his works
is most competently written, One or two assortments

of short stories might perhaps scrape in, because of
odd tales wherein appear supcernorm:l forces or curinus
gconjectures.

YJermini'.
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- - by B E R T . E W I S.
Only three titles of (S.F.) note are available to me, for in
this review, Our first title is quite a misleading one, but
the work is quite different to the name - "Edge of Running
Water" by William Sloane(Methuen 8/3). Readers will probably
remember his previous dip inte fantasy with his "To Walk The
Nignt. Contrary, as I said, to the title's guggestion, the
story concerna a time - machine. in a different way however
than ons expeets, We are all rather guilty of trying to dig
into happenings in the "hereafter®, the "skyscraping' Ameri-
cans are very nmuch realists, so why not"hereafter-piercers"?
Mr. Sloane gives it a sense of cerie atmesphere and an ever-
present chord cd terror. This shceuld prove ags little encour-
agement to would-be time-travellers.

For those wh~ like their fantasy,well seasoned with humour
here is a well-recormended title; "The wantle cf liethuselah"
by L.Reéd and H.Spiers {(Rich and Cowan 7/6). If you knew you
were degtined te live to the age of nine hundred, wruld the
knowledge bring happiness? The Hern of this strry, discovers
the secret of Methuselah's longevity and, in consesquence
meets with the mest devastating experiences. Here is a fan-
tastie, rcllicking farece with a grod plot - Jjust the thing
for dispelling "blackouts".

In a mrre serious vein, we have "We Band of Brothers" by
"Seaforth" (Herbert Jenkins, 7/4), The auther has tried tc
imagine what wculd have happened, had the I938 crisis led tc
immediate war. Most of the prophesied heorrnors come upen us,

Londen is bombed almest ocut of axistence. Not many months of
dreadful slaughter have pagsed however, bvefcre there arises
a new spirit of peace. This ccmes by methnds, which if not
applicable at the present moement, are nr less interesting or
that account. After falling in this country, scme Germans,
like many cthers, have had encugh of Naziism, band tcgether
with some English officers and men, tc form this new spirit
nf peace abrecad,

For those who like fantasy in the ferm of short stories,
the frllowing publication may be of interest; "Two and Two -~
Make Five" by V. Knowles (Newnes, 3/6).

C o] (o] 0 0 o] 0 o] ]

Two new beoks issued just recently, at 6d. each, are,
"The Gas War cof I1940" by Neil Bell; and "Gullivers Travels"



"THR SCINNCE OF NAMASS
3 - { BV D. Ro Slnitho

Althougﬁ at first instanc~ it Moy seem ridiculouse, a
close examimtion of the facts will show clearlry to the un-
predudiced that there is a c¢losc. conncction between the nome
of an author amf the quplity of the steries he writes. While
it 18 not an absolute law, except in the case of pseudonyns,
there is undoubtedly a tendeney for a writer with an umplea-
sent nams to writc shoddy stuff, while an author with an
honest, forthright mine sort of name will producce the real
McCoy.

Let us take the case of ~ons of the most universally
favoured writers, onc who is acknowledged to be unique in
combining prelificity with o remrkable uniformity o f
axcellence, namelyv, John, W, Campbell. Note immediately his
surname is one of the most honcursd ones of a race noted for
possessing high qualitices of mind and body, and as for his
first namey who could ba other than truz to his race whan

blessed with the fine bold mamne of "John". It is o grand
combination, surpassed only by the psoudenym undsr which he
has published sole of his best workd, Don A Stuart. I nowad
net prate of the honour in which wa held that surnaiie, nor
the oestablished records of rmore than cne who bear the first
naric.

Onc swallow deoas not mke a summar, 30 let us  oxamine
further examples of the qipirical la—, John Tadin, again that
noble given mix cecmbinaed with a furnaie that surely conveys.
the fantastic realisi that is se wall displayed in  his:
storics. How could Stanley Weimbaum fail to ploase, a given
min carrving with it o note of strength and couragoe, to-
gether with a surmaie that significs as cartainly as any.
could the groat marit of his storids, pleasent entertainment,
Again, do3s not the blulf devil-imy-care air of Kont Casaey
suggest just tho sert of steries ho writes. Then the lilting
though learned, rords Spragus dz Caip appear on the QO N=
tents poapgs w2 uxderstond at cnce that hore was an author -wha
would give ws soimething new and soliething fine, while - thoe
appearcnce of Loedter del Rary inmtimted that wg weroe to  he
treated with sonmething better thnn usunl,

Turning te the darker sida of tho pictwrs 1ot us  obsarve
the horrid names the hacks Tlcurish under. Trodoeric Arnold
Kuimer, deciet as well a3 viee i3 obviowscin that nmune whioh
begins so favour:bly and crnds so hideously, That o burden
for am writer . . _1°_.. 135 & name lile Rando Bimdor, o
Nathan Schachor, crushing burdens that nobedy but & genius
could carry succaesartully. Polton Cross, =d Zarl Repp (Uph),



Lloyd Arthur Eshbach, one could cite cxamples almost without
end. But there is no need to belabour the print.

Therc are exceptions perhaps,.though not all arc unexplai-
mblec. It may be difficult to sce at firat how anyone
besaring the fairly rospectable name of Arthur J Burks could
produce anything so bad as thce Josh McNab stories, but we do
not know what abomination is conccaled by the mute "J". The
exact degree of influencc of a bad name over a good one 1s &
problem that calls for longer and lmorc thorough amount o f
rescarch than I have been able to give 1t at the presemt
time,

The law is, I think, strong cnough for a carcefull student
to be able to form a fairly good idea of the contents of a
magazine by reading a 1list of the authors, though all these
may be unknown to him. This is invaluable in these times, -
when a good many fans are so busy that they can hardly find
time to correspond with oach other, 1let alome rcad such
magazines as they can obtain. In duc course it may be that
the indifferent authors will attempt to foil us by assuming

pscudonyms carrying a hypocritical air of quality, but I
dofi't regard this aa a soeriouse danger. Close cxamination
has convincced me that the lower cla of writer would be

mantaly impossible of carryving out such a sheme.

- et e

A SCIENCE FICTION PLOT.
By Alan Roberts.

The Judgement Day!l A, Monsterous ) bluc flame, all cOnsum-
ing is oeating up tho GalaxIos In Tinc with the Solar Systele
Rapidly it is approaching owr Galaxy - what can bc done to
save Barth? The time is somewhere round the yoarI0,000,000,
and man's gciencce is se great that hc can warp spaco. Ho
transdates the wholec of his Galaxy into the good old fourth
dimention’'- Hypcr-spacc. Tho flame stops, barred by the 4th
Dlmontlonal barricr, and disappcars,

"Now, in the mmcrecosm ( of which our Universc is but an
atom ), also a doom is coming. Tho inhabitants concot\ a
maehine to 8tep this doom ( Ether Fddy, Nova-discasc to make
sun c¢xplode, or what-havc-you)s Tho crucial noment cones

thay give it the juice - cleetricity. And our Cosmos is but
a amall part of a wire conductor. The olcetricity apceds
through tho wirec - we stop it by the above means -tk» ricro-

engsmic rachine fails, and the inhabitamnts pocrish.

- THE . END. e -1



Ky 'Issitt Reelytreo'

We deeply regret to have to annouce that the Leeds Science-
Fiction League is now "“suspended",iue to the forced preocccup-
ation-of its members, with other sctivities. At any rate that
ig 2 nice way cof putting it! We -ope that, after scme four
years in existence, this is not the end of the crganisatioen,
and that it will be revived in harpier times - anyrate we are
frllowving the august examples nf *he B.I.S. and the S.r:A. o
e o o Bric Mcss, our ex-lLibrarian nocw cf The Royal Corps of
Signals, has bteen spending a few cays in hospital in the sal-
ubrédnus surrcundings of Harrogate,ingland's premier Spa(Advi)
Then he spent a weeks leave, telling us all about army life -
and we are still Pacifist; and has now departed to defend our
empire in one of the rmcre far-flurg parts. . Harold Gottliffe
has alsc been on leave,; and tnld lurid tales of sailing the
severn seas in his gory Hospital ship. . Both these gentlemen -
are doing as well as can be expected. . . Part of this issue
has been stencilled frr us, very kindly, by Ronald Holmes, of
Liverrcol; while "resting" between obs. We are now pleased
to say that he i1s helping to make Britainds rationing scheme
the success it is. o - oLatest nesws neard =f Ronald Fishwick,
whe dses’nt write to us now(dces he think that it's treason?s
is that he was at Aldershot « he is nne cf our bridgt Militia
Sappers. . o.Whilst we ars croniclimg the movements of fans,we
had better menticn zgain that, nwing to the closure of Lrnden
Univemqitnginhard Gecrae Medhurst is now serving his time at
nistoric Caroridge = as the' London was't histhric. And we'll
be} he's wrubbing round the brekshops there! . James Rathborne
of Edinburgb(hac&ore;nas veen before his local C.0. Tribunal,
ané received the ‘sentence! of “non-combatant service". Tough
juck »l1d félicw! o . . . Wonder how many more fans will be
appearing 28 Pucifists. nffhand there are R.Holmes, J.F.Burke
R‘G;Médhurutg C.8.Youd, D.MeIlwain and, cf course; ourselees,
who have already put in a first appearance. - . - Does'nt this
Egitorial plural nix ons up? - <« Congratulations toc Frederick
) PChJa who uged to write "Amsricanews" for us and whe is now

W
sditing Americse's l:test ecouple cf stf. magazines - narely;
“Super Dcdvucb Stories', and "Astonvshlng Stcries"; Dboth cf
which, we assure you, ars better than they scund. . - « A new
British fanmag with a satirical and humourocus "slant" cones
Lave Mcllwain T4 Cotswold St., Kensington, Liverpool 7; and
is entitled "Ge rgolets o o o "Weird Tales! has now gone hbi-
nonthly and its veteran aditor, TFarnsworth Wright, has been
disrmissed; prote ste are coning frem 31l ~ver fandom. s s o
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Once again we havs a good beg .l evistles etn,, a geléction of
whinch arve Leredy presanted Top yeur enfertalnnent ané instruct-
ione Apslogies are due tg ithiese  a200d peopi vhosc letters
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- moalin Bamaxingly guod" when Ioremerber vhat your normal hand
writing is Iike, and now a2ard 4t is to vrite on 4 steneil, The
agaond page went 3 hit ildl '

Geeras'sfuadhorat s article was sxeslling, as is everyithing
I have read of his so far. He puts dovn weat he thainks,; not a
procession of words shapsd into the ~onwint
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ying nothing rnew in a dull an: swosvtuouvs -ané tort-
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long vime -me wolb dhinke a wrlzer oudt to 2arn his pay
e o Bob Tucker ig talking vrutis vher ke 7ays that thers are
sften more mermoranie tits In the readers' Z:svizrs seesion than
in all the ghories. Tnie 1a Lecauss, .ike Geordge, the readsrs
gerneraiiy writs whal they think,and dc¢ nast riring hack phrases
intne feorm cf 8 conventionalVstory oAl poeple, even e-f fans
are atiranted meaz vy ths human -element Arn things.
I thought "The Traiag! wasy2ing 1o e 8 good burlazgue at
et § ithen as T wont (ohg'3c meEpidoed fas 149 was pet geing o
b BRAE~LIY Lt alter . alle It foems o Fall totvasan twe stools
Foe Srot ik ealde Caxy e e cld - oy waleh I. mean he is
§F3] 2 ack wa@ny Coand thercinre ~anncst judse Lt by any .otasr
than s-hoalimagy staniard = by wWhinh 31 4e gquite 008 er,
The reiirre' =eaticn wad as invereeting ws Mot cof  these
1 e “gdnsralive . Moy 2o wieh b aguld have petn
serawsat badiy eg%hgd, and I orem o 9till ~ondering
g-dgater. lelt )If and Johnny furke's pagan.

ew crameed 4 1ot of inio“m¢t151 in . a vary o saall

; av nat oan adpdrer of Lernds Yawstloey.histidsast

- dis rwvh;v AT Atlantia. anzsher Jomet Loom and @fn. ~ars -a%
018 as Vurnse S Aad not o btenth ae wall writtan. I wonder now
auvh medi nerdtE Thalongs 5o P% pudwnq xﬂﬁ therg 13 ne deoudbt thasl
That lc’ g I—":P:"”T“-v%i jnay '1"' el e ethaw wrltor on oa ‘?fl'“’ 1'3,"‘



level, is also extremely pcpular ameng the unertical maswes.
Amd they both think they're pniuses! But" then hey write. for
mongy above. all motives - and they know their hweiness.Better
than I do, certainly.(But y:n are not doing so iadly, Billl)

2 4 -~

And here i1s a paragraph ‘ron /ﬁ{th?Zwr—of S4sk2~ on-Trent
I suppose I'd better cormen: on the igsue while 'm writing,
80 here goes:

The ez2neral format was exzellent, Harring tue inking of
pag: 20, which, on my copy at any rate was very »ad. But the
only bit of art work insiie {s the Edi-orial's msagre spot.
Don't you think a few inside cuts woul: improve its appear-
anca? Of course, badly irawn ones are worse than none, and
then again, I suppose you hav'nt much sjace Zor art and prin-
ting . . . Lefinitely <he best pieze vas R. 3. uedhurst 's
"Fount". The tiieee pagee it occupled wpre worth the rest of
the book, %bvarring "Araumentative", whish was ‘he next best.
Youd's letter was sligiliy above the osaers avezage, but
there's not much to chose netween them all.

You know, the outstaniing thing abous ysur mag, is that it
is itself outstanding. (Ssare our blushes culian. To compare
19 with another fammag, would be_trying o somyare - 8ay =
London Illustrated with Pleture Post. I vain: -hat explains
the difference better than I could. I particularly admire the
very clear limeo-ing, the fine paper, and - iaturally - the
printed cover.

v

A short and pointed comment from
I don't particularly mare -or the cracks take. at your contr-
ibutors by your would~he alever correspondent. I never nrit-
icise unless I can do detter myselfl.

. 2 T
Humouristh F /ludly,. ¢ has a go | '
Now at last, the gacrad Aommentary on the Fuiurian. Working

from front to btack, =-he first thing to hit w in the eye 18
the Bditorial, of which, after deciphering th: writing, I anm
prepare’ to say thas I accept your apologles.inly don't do it
again.

Actually, the issue seems a vary creditab.e afffrt,atriped
as it is with the stadow of prison bars.l axzect even greater
things to be smugdiei cut by a friendly warder in the middle
of a hurk +f stale bread.

Comment on *he bvrilliant ecritidal article 'y R.G.Medhurst
is hardly necessary. (10l out of I0) ‘

Now you have securad Bob Tueker as a ¢sntributor, coula'nt
you persuade him +tc give us some of his :wn humourl!Seenms such
g pity to let Bob waspe space, that migt be filled with his
own great thoughts; on othsr people's ritieisms. (T here' s



hint for you,; Bobland neothing much ssemed to arise, even out
ol these, except that odd people vrite odd things to FBditors
which we know., Anywray., he laf+ out 0iid of the-oddest, which
took the form of his own ohituary {(This, - by the. by, like
Prince Hal's joke with the drvager in "Henry IV" ,never seemed
to reach any conclusion. #xcepi,of course,that Bob's pressant
outpourings have the piguency of apirit messuages.
Ahhh! "The Thing'. Yes, I thought William Hope Hodegson's
"Hnuse on the Borderland! was good, too.
ct sure abcut "Arguementative?'. It may seem ungrateful.
after you have given in =0 aracefully te the clamecurers wao
warlt 10 See their names in print, but I do think 8 nages cof
letters in a 20 pase mag. (24 pzees, pleage) is a little top
much. + o kr. Smith invekes Wells and derritt, Verne and
Keller, and says "Skylark" was fine. I will inveke Loyle and
Burroudhs, Serviss zand Hagmard, and, if you like, Achille
Eyrand, Tucisn of Samnaata, Anthasius Klrnher and r. George
Bernard Shaw, and say "Skylark! was only fair. Really,
Mr. Smith,even if you dc prefer to judaze Walnbaum by what he
did rather than vhat he night have dnnvvbou evidently do. not
prefer to defend "Skyl;rk" frem the actual text. If we are
geing to argue ar~und the stery, I midht =8 well say that the
"hrclamaticn" was'nt so uproarius as all that. As to the nou-
rishment on Wells and Verne,l seem tc remember that the wail
that haunted the discussion columns of '28 and befonre was,
"Verne is dry. Wells is better,, but that's nnt ﬁnywng Gk,
Kick 'em out and «ive us scmething new". Readina'new"as"more
Juvenile" the reascn for the succeas of "Skylark",one of the
first "new" efforts, ig ~bvicus.

"l ’?: 4 '
(Jtrend "Rob nes o 13ttlé to say as well
2= % "The, Pan 19, jii gntd e #V will, I am sure, ne endorsed

by all who habitully turn. ag.I. do, tn the readers depart-
ments of the s-f masnzines befare reading any of the stories.
but it reveals on ornuecirable depree of complacency. The
Fersl yern cver writters wegudred pere effort thean .the most
eloquent latter; for narative is a nere difficult literary
form than the ,auqoriw.Jr enat, that constitutes the typical
letter. The rules of suspernce and climax, the problems of
characterisation and lccal colcour, these nmust be faced and
tackled by =11 story-writers, s, sood or bad; for the letter -
writer they do not exist.All he has te do is ti 8it down and
talk of thiie and that « on paper admittedly, but net accord-
ing t¢ any prearranmed plan; just a8 he pleases, in fact. 5@
away with this notien that resders aweat rore over their
lettars to *he sditer than do authers over their sthries.All
the same, this wse a =cod article, and its warth &/10.
"The Thing" weuld have basen nore immpressive if its mad



dog hac turned out to be something really fearsome 1like ¢
werewolf. It would have been zenuinely funny if it had ende:
in an anti-climax; 1f the cause of all the bother had Dbese:
revealed 8 something ludicrously harmless. As it was, the
gtory fell between two stools. ZXYor atmosphere, of which it
had plenty, it gets 7.

"Ar gumentative" almost justifies Tucker's article; whiok
means that it could, scarcely be bettered.

We can't miss out < .07 2 #Zr—entirely, so here is a
short selsction:i- -7 N Ol
+ « o kedhurst's new way of cobtaining enjoyment from science
fiction is interesting, but I think it is more 1likely to
appsal to Baconians and solvers of cryptograms than to the
normal reader. Also, 1t would seem that ths amount of '"new
ideas" in a story of which the inspiration is to be tracad
is n rather indsterminate gquantity, depending to & certain
extent on the will of the reader and his capmcity for aplit-
ting halrs.

T™he posm did not ssem to ma to be particuladly inspired.
The short Jjingling 1lines scemsd to me to be in ill~accord
with the majestic sentiment of the idea, and the latter
itsalf sesmad rather incoherently atnted at times. One is
laft in a haze 48 to how many 8pace - ships there ware or
vnathar or no, Lunar defentas the attack on her noemplately
or only struck back in useless reprisal. "And Tycho's rays
that cast" ls an outstanding example of poatic linencea. Cn
sacond thoudhts perhaps the poem was inaplired,the spirit wae
willing but the flesh waa very weak,

Tha atory is “ifficult to satimate falrly, for it is imposs.
ivtle to re-read it...Tho picture of faar is authantoec snoudn
but it leses rathar than guins by the author not tslling us,
until the end thut the prewling thing is & mad deog, for the
fear of & supernatural being is harder to put acarces than
the faar of » nmad dog,which in itself is & definitsly terri-
fying thing. « » The terror the author ssems teo be trying o
cenvay 13 & tsrror Af the supernatursl]l rather than the pure-
ly physical fe&ar « «

o C p

iy request fer you tc mark the items of each issue had
snrma rather curicus sffscts! Seven stalvarte reaponded;but I
heps this nurbar will be areatly added te, for this issue.
Here 1s the rating: Bditcrial and "Ar qumantativa" tie at 90%
anch (Gh, you flattersrs), "Frunt of Inspiration" has 82,
Pen is i ghtier . . reaches 654; Bnok Reviaew, 60%; The Thing
58% =nd Lunarbde. All in 8ll,quite gned apparently! Thearette
lcnll, "Format' and "Fanmag Direntery" sudht to appexr =t IO0O
& 80% respectivaly, but thesu snly received rne vate each!!!



Ye Letter from ye Ed.

4. Grange Terr.,
Chapeltown,
eds 7, ENGLAND..

L

Dear Friends and Fellow Hans,

- Firstly I rmust dpologise for the axtreme
lateness of this issue. However, the excuse is self avidant
in the chaotié¢ conditions prevailing.- My own private tussle
with cur paternal government coniinues, and another round is
due at London in the very near future. The continued public-
-ation of The FUTURIAN is primarily dependent on the outcome
of this little affray; -for if I have to leave Leeds; no one
at all is available to carry on.

However; begone dull care, and let us cross bridges
when we come to them., Iet us asgume that "The FUTURIAN® will
Moe many moere issues yet (what A prospent!)

- You will.note a.change of format 4in thig fasue - in
fact you can't mies it. Opinions:' thereon are eﬂpeﬂtﬁully
requested.We are new prepared to take longer articles esaays
and dissertations up to a length of some 1500 words. Shorter
ones toe, "will be waloomey in fact wag ars prépared to take
almest anything that can ba wangled in s fantastic or futus
ristice For the banefit of typists, our page as at presant
constituted, roneiate of 48 liges .of 80 spacaes 'earh, so that
ynu can help us considerably by kseping to thess limitations

Don't frraget teo, that your redetlons tn our con-
tributors ideas are nf areat interest, and I-derive irmmense
'amnunts of e=ardenic amusement frorm the perusal of angry epil-
stles. A forecast of the next issue would be anmawhat pre-

mature, .at this stage: thoudn I may say' that I have receivad
tW“ pages of smphatic disagreerent with Johnny Burke's art-
icle in the Surmer issue of "FY, from Kaymend van Heuten, of
Paterson, N.J.; which will be turning up in dus coursse

And sc for the present we leave yrou, with the carn-
est and hepeful wish of, | '

Good Reading,

—+ If an "y appears here : 7/ /?? /,{(/ /ZL?C»/ P

then your sub. &xpires

4 § | TV

cUwl th this issues Yoau /'___.__,....-_____,..----—"
know what to do !
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